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Introduction

● In 2019 there were over 130 school shootings in the
United States

○ Making up less than 1% of gun violence in America
● Most school shooters are white males

○ About 80% of the time someone knows their plan to perpetuate the
school shooting

ttps://www.washingtonpost.com/history/2019/04/19/bullies-black-trench-coats-columbine-
shootings-most-dangerous-myths/
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Introduction
● Many school shooters perpetuate the shooting because they

want the fame
○ Campaign such as #nonotariety have come out who promote not

referring to the shooter by name or publicizing their photo
● Newspapers are a business

○ They have to cover the news in a way that people will read
● Often newspaper articles on school shootings promote

actionless fear

https://abcnews.go.com/US/11-mass-deadly-school-shootings-happened-
columbine/story?id=62494128
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Purpose/Research Question

● Would the effect be found in the difference between
newspapers or the difference in the coverage of schools
across multiple newspapers?

● The purpose of this study was to determine whether the
location of a school shooting affects the portrayal in a
particular newspaper.



Review of Literature

● No other country with the same socio-economic status as the
United States has had an epidemic of school shootings.

○ Krug, 1998
● The fame shooters receive by coverage in newspapers and on

TV leads to copycat shootings of others seeking fame.
○ Schildkraut & Muschert 2013



Re vie w of Lite ra tu re

● People are more likely to read a newspaper article about a
hero than the first victim or the shooter.

○ Levin & Weist, 2018
● The way that the media covers school shootings plays into the

concept of public fear.
○ Burns, et. al, 2000

● The relationship between the amount of time from one school
shooting to the next can be connected to the media coverage
that the first shooting receives.

○ Lin, Ping-I, et. al, 2018



Me thod olog y

Analyze data
Read and sort 

articles
Gather articles

Select newspapers 
and school shootings

The New York 
Times & The 

Washington Post

Santa Fe High 
School & Umpqua 

Community College

‘School name’ 
school shooting

Articles were collected in the 20 days 
following the school shooting

222 Articles were read 
and sorted

The Washington Post had 101 articles on Umpqua 
Community College and 52 on Santa Fe High School

The New York Times had 39 articles on Umpqua Community College 
and 30 on Santa Fe High School

Articles sorted into seven categories: shooter, victim, hero, 
guns, community, school safety and activism



Results



Results

Above: A comparison of the number of articles on 
Santa Fe High School in The New York Times and The 
Washington Post.
Below: A comparison of the number of articles on 
Umpqua Community college in The New York Times 
and The Washington Post.



Results

Above: The p-values of each category comparing 
Umpqua Community College and Santa Fe High 
School in The Washington Post.
Below: The p-values of each category comparing 
Umpqua Community College and Santa Fe High 
School in The New York Times.



Results

Above: The p-values of each category comparing The 
Washington Post and The New York Times at Umpqua 
Community College.
Below: The p-values of each category comparing The 
Washington Post and The New York Times at Santa Fe 
High School.



Discussion

● There is a difference in coverage based on the location of
the school and the location of the newspaper

○ P-value of .00001 means that there is a statistical significance
● It can be concluded that the number of articles written

about the shootings in each category has little significance
based on geography.

○ “school safety” in The Washington Post, “guns” in The New York
Times, and “activism” at Santa Fe High School.



Discuss ion 

● President Barack Obama visited the victim’s families after
the shooting at Umpqua Community College

○ While Obama was on this trip two school shootings took place in
Maryland

● Sheriff in Renburg, OR, John Hanlin, had called the Sandy
Hook shooting a hoax

● The shooting in Parkland, FL, may have affected the
coverage of the shooting at Santa Fe



Conclusion

Limitations:
● The amount of data that was able to be collected

○ Only using two newspapers and two schools
● Bias in the media sources

○ Liberal bias
● Only looks at newspapers 

○ More limited audience



Conc lusion

Further Research: 
● Look at other  schools and newspapers 
● Non-mass school shootings

○ The risk factor that the number of articles in each 
category

● Looking at newspapers with a different political bias 
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